Pirate sites offer treasure of lore
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Ahoy, me mateys! Batten down the hatches and shiver-me-timbers - today we set sail in search of pirates, their ships and their treasures.

http://www.powerup.com.au/-glen/

pirate.htm.This class project features a lot of animated pirate graphics and some good basic information about pirates, both real and fictional. This is also a good "one-stop" site with loads of links to other sites that fly the Jolly Roger.

http://www.sonic.net/-press. This is a great source site for biographical information about most of the known pirates of the past. There is also a list of movies and books about the sea robbers as well as a great kids area and an online T-shirt store for swashbucklers of all ages.

http://www.nationalgeographic.

com/features/97/pirates/maina.html. In addition to some actual facts about the bold buccaneers, National Geographic has created a history-based fictional game that takes players on a quest for bounty. Christen your ship, assign yourself a seafaring nom-de-plume and sail away into this well designed adventure in search of pirate's treasure.

http://www.

ah.dcr.state.nc.

us/qar. "In June, 1718, the pirate Blackbeard's flagship, Queen Anne's Revenge, sank at Beaufort Inlet, North Carolina. In November, 1996, Intersal, Inc., discovered an early eighteenth century shipwreck believed to be this vessel." Or so says this interesting site. See the relics recovered and learn the means by which the identification of the remains was made.

http://www.geocities.com/Athens. This is a well-designed site with lush graphics and nice attention to detail. It covers not only pirates but privateers and explorers as well. But for me, the best part was reading the life and times of the site creator, Robert "Pirate King"

Ossian. Although updates were "yearly," they are still worth reading as insight into one young man's life journey.

http://legends.dm.net/pirates/

grainne.html. If you think all pirates were men, visit this site about Granny O'Malley, an Irish Noblewoman who commanded a crew of 200 raiders during the late 1500s.

http://www.geocities.com/

captcutlass/index.html. Some gruesome graphics make this a questionable choice for very young children, but older kids and adults will find this an excellent site. Well designed and easily navigated, this is a (dare I say it) true treasure chest about the history and mystery of a pirate's life.

http://www.noquartergiven.net. An interesting newsletter about "all things piratical," it carries the pirate theme to the extreme. There's a lot to look at.

Jan Perry is a freelance writer. Send questions or suggestions to her at SiteSeer2Kol.com.
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Site-seeing
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PIRATES WEREN'T REALLY SO BAD, HISTORIAN SAYS
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In the lore of Jolly Roger movies, Disneyland and Long John Silver, pirates were drunken, peg-legged bandits who made captives walk the plank and eat their own ears.

Now historians are taking a second look at the seafaring thieves, and learning many were not as brutal as people think.

To be sure, pirates were not generally nice guys. But at a time of tyranny in most countries, they elected their own captains, divided up their booty fairly, offered an early version of workmen's compensation and gave black slaves a rare chance to live free.

"There was this extraordinary democracy among pirates," said David Cordingly, author of "Under the Black Flag: the Romance and the Reality of Life Among the Pirates." The book is one of several offering a revisionist view of pirates.

Artifacts such as rare African jewelry that was hacked apart to be shared equally seem to indicate a certain sense of fairness among pirates. New information is coming from the discovery of sunken pirate ships and research into court documents, government correspondence and statements by victims of pirate violence.

New research has revealed that pirates voted on most major decisions, such as whether to attack another vessel, or where to sail next.

Historians say buccaneers shouldn't be romanticized, either. A favorite torture method was tightening a leather cord around a captive's forehead until his eyeballs popped out of his skull. Crew members who resisted pirate invasions had their throats slit and were thrown overboard to the sharks.

"They were nasty, brutal and vicious people. But they lived in an age which was extraordinarily nasty, brutal and vicious," said Kenneth Kinkor, a pirate expert.

In pirate society, everyone got his fair share of stolen loot, Kinkor said. Two shares typically went to the captain, 1 shares to the quartermaster and one share to each crew member. In comparison, captains of merchant ships often got 15 times as much as the crew members, who at times were left with almost nothing.

Pirates had a form of disability insurance centuries before it became standard. A pirate was paid handsomely if he lost an arm or a leg in battle. If he was killed, the family sometimes received payments.

Up to a third of many crews were black, most of them former slaves, Kinkor said. They had the same right as white pirates to booty and the vote, and some were even elected captains by predominantly white crews.

"The deck of a pirate ship was the most empowering place there was for a black man during the 18th century," he said.

The discovery in 1984 of the Whydah, a pirate ship that sank in 1717, forced experts to reassess their view of buccaneers. It opened up "a whole new page in history that has never been seen before," said Barry Clifford, a Cape Cod shipwreck salvager who located the Whydah off the coast of Massachusetts.

Last month, Clifford and a crew that included Maxwell Kennedy, son of the late Robert F. Kennedy, uncovered what they say is an even bigger find: a fleet of up to 18 elaborate French warships and pirate vessels that went down the night of May 3, 1678, after hitting coral reefs off Venezuela's coast.

If confirmed, it would be only the second documented discovery of a pirate shipwreck in the world. Clifford expects it to yield a treasure trove of artifacts including swords, pistols, muskets, pottery, gold, medical supplies, navigational instruments and bronze cannons.

The disaster near Venezuela decimated the French navy in the Caribbean Sea and helped usher in the "Golden Age" of pirating, Kinkor said. The famed era of maritime lawlessness lasted from 1680 to 1725; at its height, 10,000 pirates roamed the seas.

Buccaneers formed their "floating democracies" largely in response to the injustices and cruelty they saw on merchant ships and societies back on land.

Barbarous behavior aside, pirates often treated prisoners decently to encourage other ships to surrender rather than fight to the death. There is only one documented case of pirates making someone walk the plank, and only a couple of cases of them making prisoners eat their own ears or lips.

Blackbeard, one of history's most feared pirates and captain of the Queen Anne's Revenge, once even persuaded his crew members not to kill a Boston merchant they hated. Many pirate ships imposed rules such as no smoking below decks after sunset, lights out by 8, no women or boys aboard and no gambling, which often led to fights.

"You can't just think of these guys as drunken, ignorant louts," Kinkor said. "Piracy is not just this simple Saturday matinee."
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Girl Pirates

True adventures on the high seas

By Sara Lorimer 

     For as long as there have been pirates, some of those pirates have been girls and women. Piracy offered women freedoms that were denied them on land. Plus there was no household to run, no family to support, no chamber pots to empty. At sea she kept her own hours and spent them drinking, gambling, sailing, eating, killing, and plundering. Some pirate women followed their boyfriends into piracy; others tried it out after spending time in the military (disguised as men); still others carried out a family tradition. 

Mary Read and Anne Bonny 
Reign of Terror: The Caribbean, Early 1700s 

     After Mary Read's husband died, she needed money. So she signed up as a sailor on a merchant ship heading to the West Indies. When the ship reached the Caribbean, English pirates took it over. They gave Mary a choice: Join up or be killed. Mary officially turned pirate. 

     Mary soon had a chance to show off her dueling skills. Fearing that her boyfriend on the ship would be killed in a duel, Mary picked a fight with the challenger and scheduled a duel herself--two hours before her beau's. Mary killed the other pirate without suffering a single scratch. 

     Mary met Anne Bonny, who ran away to sea with a flashy pirate named Calico Jack, when both women ended up on Jack's ship. Together they attacked other boats, mostly stealing small items like fishing gear and food. Despite the minor nature of their plundering, the English authorities issued a proclamation declaring Jack and the gals "Enemies to the Crown of Great Britain." 

Rachel Wall 
Reign of Terror: New England Coast, Late 1700s 

     Rachel Wall worked the islands off the coast of Maine with her husband, George, and their crew. After storms they'd moor their sloop and raise a distress flag. When passersby responded to Rachel's screams for help, they were murdered for their trouble. In two summers of piracy, Rachel and George killed 24 men, maybe more--and raked in $6,000 cash, plus an unknown amount of valuable goods. They later sold their loot, pretending to have found it washed up on a beach. 

Cheng I Sao 
Reign of Terror: South China Sea, 1801-1810 

     The greatest pirate of all time (by the numbers, anyway) was Cheng I Sao, who ruled a terrifying fleet of 2,000 ships in the South China Sea. Cheng I Sao, sometimes called Madame Cheng, turned to crime when she married a famous pirate. More than 80,000 pirates--men, women, and even children--did Madame Cheng's bidding. They seized loot in all sorts of ways--selling "protection" from pirate attacks, raiding ships, and kidnapping. Madame Cheng paid her pirates cash for each head they brought back from their assaults. Her raiders could be seen fighting with five or six bloody heads hanging over their shoulders tied together by the hair. 

     Crime doesn't pay, even on the high seas--or does it? Mary Read and Anne Bonny were captured in 1720. Mary died of fever while she was in prison; what happened to Anne is a mystery. Eventually the law caught up with Rachel Wall, too. In 1789 she made history when she was the last woman to be hanged in Massachusetts. Government attempts to stop Madame Cheng, however, all met with failure. Rumor has it that after she retired from piracy, she embarked on a second career as a smuggler. She died peacefully at age 69. 

Sara Lorimer is the author of Booty: Girl Pirates on the High Seas (Chronicle Books).
READ 
April 17, 1998, pp. 28-31 

Reprinted by permission from Weekly Reader Corporation. Copyright (c) 1998 by Weekly Reader Corporation. All rights reserved. 

SWASHBUCKLERS & SALTY DOGS 
     Why would Mary Reade and Anne Bonney give up women's dress and don the sash and breeches of pirates? Why would they put their lives at risk to live under the Jolly Roger? 

     A woman in the early 1700s had few rights. She couldn't travel alone, and for some women, that restriction could be a tremendous bore. Adventures were things a woman only heard about from men; seldom did she have a chance to take part in them herself. Such a life was not enough for women like Mary Reade and Anne Bonney. 

     Little is known about he early years of Anne, but we know that Mary was used to dressing in boys clothing. Her father was a seafarer who one day, when Mary was young, simply never returned from a voyage. Mary's penniless mother appealed to Mary's grandmother for help, but she knew the woman disliked little girls. Mrs. Reade dressed Mary as a boy, visited Mr. Reade's mother, and received money each week for the "boy's" upbringing. 

     When Mary grew older, she entered the military as a cadet, still using a disguise. Eventually she fought in a cavalry regiment and married a Dutchman. When her husband died young, Mary cut her hair short and signed on a ship to the West Indies. Captured by pirates, she joined them in action, took up the cutlass, and gained respect as part of their crew. 

     The ship she sailed on belonged to none other than "Calico" Jack Rackham. He and Anne Bonney kept Mary's identity a secret-- to all but her new betrothed, a mild-mannered crafstman who was unskilled at fighting. Mary was fearless with sword and pistol. When a bully challenged Mary's boyfriend to a duel, Mary picked a fight with the bully and cut him down, thus saving her boyfriend's life. They married soon after. 

     It wasn't long before Calico Jack was on the run. Refusing to accept the pardon of King George I for all pirates who surrendered, Jack became one of the most wanted men in the Caribbean. 

     Another wanted man was Blackbeard, the infamous and bloodthirsty pirate of legend. Born Edward Teach, this treacherous giant of a man with a booming voice earned his new name because of the great beard he grew down to his waist. He built a castle on the Caribbean Island of St. Thomas and was reported to have taken 14 wives. He loved to make them dance by firing pistols near their nimble but wary toes. If any of his wives wanted to see his treasure, he would take her to the base of his tower, reveal the chests of gold and jewels, then lock her up inside the dank storeroom to die. 

     Blackbeard was known to attach slow-burning matches to his hair and beard, to make his adversaries think he was the devil himself appearing in a cloud of smoke. So evil was Blackbeard that he is reputed to have kidnapped babies, made a man eat his own ear, and marooned his crew. 

     Pirates made their living by boarding and seizing other ships. Blackbeard cruised the shipping lanes near Florida and the Bahamas, boldly preying on passing ship's cargo. When England's King George called for pirates to surrender, Blackbeard made for the Carolinas, ran the QUEEN ANNE'S REVENGE aground, and secured a schooner, from which he continued to raid and plunder along Pamlico Sound. 

     His ship is still near Pamlico Sound today, at the bottom of the "salty drink." 

     * * * 

     STILL-BURIED TREASURE? 

     Although the despicable Blackbeard died by sword and pistol, his flagship lives on. On March 3, 1997, a ship thought to be the QUEEN ANNE'S REVENGE was discovered under 20 feet of water near Beaufort, N.C. 

     Exactly 278 years to the day after Edward Teach died, scientists plunged to the underwater remains of a great 18th- century ship 2 miles offshore in Ocracoke Inlet. In one short hour, they rose with a 24-cannon ball, the gun barrel of a blunderbuss, barrel rims, and parts of bottles. What made the divers think the sunken ship belonged to Blackbeard? They noted that it was fitted with many cannons; Blackbeard's had 40. But the most convincing evidence of all was a 1-foot-tall bronze bell the divers brought up: It was engraved 1709. 

     Although Blackbeard probably removed most of his treasure, divers hope to find precious pieces of eight (Spanish coins) or gold doubloons in hidden sections of the ship. Any salvaged artifacts will be put in a special museum. But if a large amount of treasure is found, who will get the money? The research and recovery team will donate most of it to charity. 

     When pirates swarmed onboard cargo ships, they were looking for one thing: booty--precious prizes like silks and silver, jewels, gems, and chests of gold. Ships from the east might be carrying diamonds and jade. Others might yield sapphires, emeralds, or daggers with gold hilts. One good haul divided among a scruffy crew might yield each rascal a share worth more than a million dollars today! 

     Captain Kidd is reputed to have buried enough loot around the world to sink a dozen ships. North American shores may still be home to his and other unrecovered treasure troves. 

     - In Nova Scotia, the Oak Island Money Pit has never been successfully excavated. Located at the bottom of a 212-foot shaft that constantly floods with seawater may be casks of precious metal. Millions of dollars and a half-dozen lives have been spent trying to bring up what cameras and drills seem to indicate are three large chests. About all searchers have actually laid hands on are a fragment of parchment, a few pieces of brass, and a heart-shaped stone. Is the money pit real or legendary? Some suggest that this may have been a communal pirate cache. A similar one was found in Haiti, also protected by a system of flood tunnels. The cache in Haiti was marked by a special stone-- one that was heart-shaped! 

     - On a small island off the coast of Boston may still be buried a chest of diamonds, including one of the largest in the world, which at one time belonged to the Great Mogul of Arabia. Capt. John "Long Ben" Avery, an English pirate, captured the jewels from the mogul's daughter, then eventually buried them for safekeeping in the sands of Gallop's Island. Before he died, Long Ben gave a packet to his lieutenant. In it were two maps: one to a chest of money, the other to the chest of diamonds. The aging lieutenant passed the packet on to his sons. Neither they nor a great-grandson ever found the chests. But a man who bought one map finally did locate a chest and netted $45,000 worth of loot. The second map yielded author Edward Snow the dagger of the Great Mogul's daughter. But $400,000 worth of diamonds have never been located! 

     - French Capt. Jean LaFitte was another notorious pirate. Much of his life was spent smuggling stolen goods into New Orleans. When LaFitte was finally driven out of Louisiana, he prowled an island off Texas's shores. When LaFitte was surprised by Spanish soldiers sent to capture him near Galveston, the French pirate cut loose the mule wagons hauling his loot. They rolled downhill, right into Hendricks Lake. In 1920, fishermen recovered three ingots but all other efforts have failed. How many silver bricks might still remain? 

     Feeling adventurous? Why not track down one of these treasures? 
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HOW TO BE A SUCCESSFUL PIRATE, SINGLEHANDEDLY 
by Thomas H. Maugh II 
Times Staff Writer 

- A Wreck off Madagascar Was Thought to Be the Ship of William Kidd. New Research Determines That It Is the Vessel of One Billy One-Hand, Who Made Millions and Retired to a Life of Respectability. 

     They were not the best-known pirate gang in history, but they were probably the most successful. All 300 crew members aboard the Fiery Dragon became multimillionaires after only two years of brigandry on the high seas under the command of Capt. Billy One-Hand. 

     "This gang really succeeded," said archeologist Kenneth Kinkor of the Expedition Whydah Sea Lab and Learning Center in Provincetown, Mass. "Crime, for them, did pay." 

     Now a team led by underwater adventurer Barry Clifford has discovered the remains of the Fiery Dragon off the coast of Madagascar, where the crew abandoned it in 1721. 

     "We believe that the Fiery Dragon will prove to be one of the most intriguing pirate discoveries ever," Clifford said. "It holds a virtual treasure trove of material appropriated by Billy One-Hand from the dozens of ships he captured." 

     The team also found a complex tunnel system under an island at Sainte-Marie in Madagascar that may have been built by earlier pirates to hide their treasure and to serve as a fortress. Similar tunnel systems have been discovered at two sites in North America. 

     The discoveries are "bound to shed further light on the Golden Age of Piracy," from 1650 to 1725, said archeologist John de Bry of the Center for Historical Archeology in Melbourne Beach, Fla. 

     Clifford's team discovered the Fiery Dragon on an earlier expedition to Sainte-Marie, but misidentified it as the Adventure Galley, the ship captained by the notorious William Kidd, who was hanged for piracy. 

     The Adventure Galley was, in fact, the object of their original search. They were drawn to the site because a large amount of historical evidence unearthed by Kinkor and others indicated that the ship had been burned on the island in 1698. 

     Last winter, they reported the discovery of the Adventure Galley, a finding that received widespread news coverage, including a story in The Times' Science File. 

     They noted in passing that a nearby shipwreck might be the remains of the Fiery Dragon, but it is now clear that the identifications were reversed. 

     When the team returned in October and November to further explore what they thought was the Adventure Galley, the explorers began to see several red flags on their earlier judgment, De Bry said. Some Chinese porcelain from the wreck appeared to be of more recent vintage than 1698, the date of the Adventure Galley's abandonment, and a new look at the timbers suggested that the ship was continental European in origin, not English. 

     But the clincher was a gold coin discovered by one of the divers and dated 1704. The wreck was not the Adventure Galley. 

     While the Clifford team was exploring what it thought was the Adventure Galley, the group was also studying another wreck 50 feet away. Intensive examination showed that the second one was Kidd's ship--although there were few artifacts left in the wreckage. 

     As the divers began removing artifacts from the first ship from a 36-square-foot test pit they dug into the ballast, its true identity became apparent. 

     Among the artifacts taken from the pit were a pewter tankard, gold coins, a wooden figure of Christ, a rare ceramic doughnut-shaped flask, an unusually fine terra cotta Chinese lion and a delicate white porcelain figurine of a standing mandarin, his hands clasped in greeting. 

     Also found were fragments of rare Chinese pottery, originally from Macao, bearing the imprint of a two-headed eagle. Only three pieces of such pottery are in public collections, De Bry said. 

     The significance of the pottery is that the Fiery Dragon captured the House of Austria, bound from Canton, China, to Belgium. That ship carried pottery destined for the ruling House of Hapsburg, whose coat of arms is marked by a double-headed eagle. 

     "The physical evidence is very clear," De Bry said. "This is the Fiery Dragon and no other ship." 

     The Fiery Dragon had a colorful history. It was commanded by Capt. William Condon, also known as Christopher Condent or Billy One-Hand, a successful and popular captain who was elected to his position by the crew because of his bravery and fairness. "He was a real pirate's pirate," Kinkor said. 

     Legend says he lost his hand to a gunshot wound suffered when he was trying to extricate a deranged crew member who had locked himself in the hold of the ship. 

     In January 1720, after a long string of robberies in the Caribbean and the Atlantic, the crew of the Fiery Dragon took a rich prize below the Cape of Good Hope. Then, in August 1720, near Bombay, the band of pirates captured an incredibly rich ship bound for India from Jidda in Arabia. This ship was loaded with gold coins, jewels, silk, spices and drugs estimated then to be worth about 150,000 British pounds, the equivalent of $375 million today. 

     Another prize was a bag containing 60 to 70 pounds of fine diamonds from mines in India. Legend surrounding this prize suggests that not all the pirates were bright. One sailor, it is said, received a single 60-carat diamond as his share of the loot, while his shipmates each received several smaller jewels. Disturbed by this apparent disparity, he took a hammer and converted the large jewel into several smaller ones. 

     In 1720, the French government in Mauritius offered all the pirates in the region amnesty if they would abandon their ships and refrain from further buccaneering. On Jan. 16, 1721, the crew sank the Fiery Dragon at Sainte-Marie and dispersed. Capt. Billy settled in St. Milo, France, and became a merchant and businessman. One of the few historical records documenting his stay there is from a court case, in which local gendarmes described him as "a man of utmost honesty and probity," Kinkor said. 

     Many of the crew, like other pirates from the era, eventually made their way to the Americas, where they too became successful businessmen and farmers. 

     "I've often wondered how big a role these wealthy pirates, with their knowledge of democracy, played in establishing the United States," Kinkor said. "Some say they were the vanguard of the American Revolution." 

     Clifford's expeditions to Madagascar were sponsored by the Discovery Channel; the search for Capt. Kidd will be the subject of a documentary to appear on that channel in June. 
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WHATEVER HAPPENED TO CAPTAIN KIDD'S TREASURE? 
by Eileen Cade-Edwards 

     Whenever anyone talks about pirates or hidden treasure, William Kidd is sure to be mentioned. Kidd was one of the most famous captains in the history of pirates and privateering. Yet very little is known about his life prior to 1695, when he sailed to England from America to offer his services to the king. England was at war with France, and Captain Kidd, a wealthy and highly respected New York sea captain and trader, wanted more than anything to command one of His Majesty's ships of war. 

     Unfortunately, Kidd discovered that none of the king's warships could be spared. Instead, Kidd was commissioned as a privateer, the captain of a privately owned armed vessel. He was given two missions--to seize enemy ships and to track down pirates, who were causing tremendous losses to British trade in the Indian Ocean.* Kidd named his fighting ship the "Adventure Galley." 

     From the start, nothing went smoothly for Kidd. Because so many of the best sailors were serving on warships, he had a difficult time bringing his crew up to full strength. In the end, he had to hire many men who were no better than the pirates he had been sent out to capture. After sailing for months without seizing any ships, the crew grew impatient. Anxious for loot--they'd been recruited on a "no prey, no pay" basis--the men forced Kidd to start capturing ships from friendly nations. With his crew close to mutiny,* Kidd's life of piracy began. When full mutiny finally broke out, Kidd lost his temper and cracked his gunner, Moore, on the side of the head with a wooden bucket. The next day Moore was dead. 

     News of Kidd's illegal captures reached the Admiralty of England,* and he was immediately branded a pirate. Some of Kidd's enemies insisted he had never been anything but a pirate. Kidd was arrested and sent to London for trial, and many of his men testified against him. Kidd was convicted--of piracy as well as murder--and hanged in 1701. 

     And that might have been the end of the Captain Kidd legend. However, just before Kidd left Newgate Prison for his execution, he wrote a letter to the Speaker of the House of Commons.* In return for his freedom, he offered to lead an expedition to an unknown island in the West Indies* where he claimed he had buried $100,000 worth of gold, jewels, and other treasures. The Speaker ignored the letter, assuming it was just a trick. But had Kidd been telling the truth? Was there really a vast treasure hidden away in some secret place? 

     Until the late 1920s, there were no clues as to where Kidd's treasure--if indeed there was one--might be buried. Then Hubert Palmer, a retired British lawyer who had been collecting items owned by Kidd, acquired a heavy oak bureau* inscribed "Captain William Kidd, `Adventure Galley' 1669." While examining the bureau, Palmer discovered a secret compartment, which contained a tightly rolled piece of yellow parchment. It was a chart of an island marked only with "China Sea, W.K., 1669." 

     In 1932 Palmer bought an old chest with a brass plate bearing the initials "W.K." and the skull and crossbones. The chest had a false bottom, and in the cavity beneath was a piece of parchment indicating the same unidentified island. But this chart showed hills and valleys, woods, and a lagoon,* as well as compass bearings, a line of dots and crosses in red ink, and a roughly drawn trail. 

     In time, Palmer added yet another chest to his collection, this one from America. On top was a brass plate engraved "William and Sarah Kidd their box." (William had married Sarah in New York in 1691.) This chest, too, contained a chart of the island, larger and even more detailed. There was an area showing shipwrecks, "20 turtles," a pond, and an anchorage.* Handwritten notes and directions filled the margins of the chart. Where the crosses had been on the earlier chart, there were three small circles near a pile of rocks. 

     But where was this island? And were these genuine seventeenth-century charts? Or forgeries? 

     In 1949 Hubert Palmer died. He bequeathed his Kidd collection to his housekeeper, who eventually sold the bureau, chests, and charts. The new owners had the charts examined by experts from the British Museum, who announced that they were indeed from the seventeenth century. Also, samples of Kidd's handwriting preserved at the Public Records Office confirmed the writing on the charts to be his. All of which seemed to prove the charts were genuine. 

     But the story isn't finished. In 1976 writer and Kidd-enthusiast Rupert Furneaux made an expedition to Providenciales Island, a one-time buccaneer* stronghold on the southern tip of the Bahamas. Furneaux insisted that the island matched in remarkable detail the chart found in William and Sarah's box. 

     For several days Furneaux, his guide, and a small party of helpers explored the island, following the chart's instructions until they came to a shallow valley. According to the chart, they should be somewhere close to the area marked with the three small circles and the pile of rocks. 

     Suddenly there was an excited cry from two of Furneaux's men--they had found the rocks! Again following the chart's instructions, the treasure hunters paced off 20 feet in each direction. And there was a cave--it must be the first circle on the chart! Two more caves were nearby. 

     The entrance to the first cave had been smoothed and widened, and inside, on its east wall, was a recess 3 feet deep and 2-1/2 feet wide with a flat stone at the bottom. But nothing more! 

     If this small recess had once held a fortune, who had removed it? Had someone with yet another chart found the place earlier? Or had Kidd himself taken his booty to some other hiding place that would be easier for him to reach? 

     Or perhaps there was no treasure after all. We may never know--unless another treasure seeker someday solves the mystery of Kidd's island hideout, and of the fabulous wealth it was supposed to hold. 

                               * * * 

     *DEFINITIONS FOR STARRED WORDS: 

     The INDIAN OCEAN is south of India. It's bordered by Africa on the west and Australia on the east. 

     MUTINY is overthrowing the captain and taking over the ship. 

     The ADMIRALTY is the branch of government in charge of England's Navy. 

     THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF COMMONS: The SPEAKER is the chairperson, and THE HOUSE OF COMMONS is Great Britain's body of elected representatives, similar to the U.S. House of Representatives! 

     The WEST INDIES are the Bahamas and other islands in the Caribbean Sea south of Florida. 

     A BUREAU is a desk or chest of drawers. Say it: BYUR-oh. 

     BUCCANEER is another name for a pirate!

